
CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 18th MARCH 2004. 

Present:
Becky Withers – Vice Chair

Nick Conder




Yvonne Bradbury


Tim Harker

David Brown



Jonny Sykes








David Clark – Parish Clerk

In attendance : Baz Reilly representing the Tidworth Community Area Partnership. 
ITEM 1 :
APOLOGIES
  : From Cllr Bill Shaw (Chair) – on holiday – in his absence Vice Chair Becky Withers took the Chair.  Also from KDC Cllr P. Veasey & WCC Cllr D. Lay. 
ITEM 2 :
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS :  There were none.
***************************

Note 1:  The Chair adjourned the meeting for five minutes to give Baz Reilly the opportunity to explain his new & developing function. In summary:  he explained that he would be setting up a Communications Group to take forward that aspect of the TCA Plan and that he was looking for volunteers to take an active role in this Group. He left his number  for future contact (07710 436981) and thanked the Members for the opportunity to speak.  The Chair noted that this would be addressed at the next meeting and re-opened the meeting.
**************************
ITEM 3 :
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

3.1
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting on 19th February was proposed by Cllr T Harker, seconded by Cllr Y Bradbury,  and approved by all.  

Note 2:   Cllr J Sykes then advised that he had to leave early.  The Chair noted that Finance was his special interest and therefore decided to address Items 5, 6 and 7 on the Agenda next – after which Cllr Sykes left the Meeting with apologies. 
ITEM 5:
APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS
5.1
Refund of Clerk’s expenses - £140.26 : The Clerk indicated that the costs were down some £65 on the first half of the year due mainly to no incidence of mileage for training courses and savings on photo-copying.  Cllr J Sykes stated that he had carried out thorough spot checks of the Clerks’s record of expenses for the period and had found this to be to the normal high standard. He then proposed approval of this sum, seconded by Cllr T Harker and agreed by all.

5.2
Payment of Clerk’s Salary - £700.79 :  The Chair indicated that the sum was the second half of the Salary agreed for the year at the meeting on 18th September 2003.  Cllr J Sykes proposed approval, seconded by Cllr T Harker and agreed by all.
5.3
Village Hall Rental - £16.50 : Approval proposed by Cllr D Brown, seconded by Cllr N Conder and agreed by all.
ITEM 6 :  CLERKS WORKING HOURS (ACTUAL – July 03 to Feb 04)
6.1
The Clerk indicated that he was required to report actual hours at intervals.  The Chair noted that, at an average of 7.81 p/w, they were lower than by 0.57 than the figure at this stage of the previous year. Cllr J Sykes said he had carried out thorough spot checks of the records and found the work recorded to be reasonable and the accuracy to be to the normal high standard. The reported hours were then noted and accepted by all.
ITEM 7 :  BUDGET 2003/04 – FINAL FORECAST OF OUTCOME FOR THE YEAR
7.1
The Clerk/RFO indicated that the principal changes from the previous Forecast (see 6 November minutes) were a net reduction of £211 on Admin costs – primarily reduced misc expenses, low external audit charges, and under-spend on training etc – offset by the S.137 spend of £25 on flowers.  He also noted that he had as a result proposed a new reserve of £130 for tree work in line with the Council’s concerns over the adequacy of the provision in the 2004/05 Precept.  Cllr J Sykes said he was happy with this but thought that some £150 should be moved from General Contingency reserve into ‘Road Safety Initiative’ and ‘Play facilities’ respectively. He felt that, although some grant aid was hoped for, it would be prudent to move some small but specific funding into these initiatives.  
7.2
Cllr J Sykes then raised the matter of the £750 anon donation – originally received in FY2002/03 and preserved in the FY 2003/04 Precept -  latterly re-allocated to various projects during the course of the current year.   He noted his concern that this figure could cause some distortion of the year-on-year figures when presented for audit.  The Clerk as RFO advised that the Budget statements formed part of the accounts and, provided Members accepted that the explanatory notes were accurate, they would provide a clear audit trail for the figures concerned and enable clear explanation.  

7.3
Cllr J Sykes then proposed that, subject to the creation of the specific reserves at para 7.1 above, the Budget should be approved, seconded by Cllr D Brown and agreed by all.  
ITEM 4 :
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
4.1
Maps identifying residences (Item 4.1) :  The Clerk advised that the amended maps had not been sent to KDC since they would not accept them. He was now in process of attempting to have the data fed direct to the Wiltshire Ambulance Service.  Action : Clerk
4.2
Village Design Statement (Item 4.3)  It was confirmed that a Meeting was now scheduled for 27th March – the Chair encouraged all to attend.

4.3
Children’s Road Safety Initiative (Road-signs)(Item 4.6)   The Clerk advised that he had now been provided with a contact number for a ‘Sign Design’ member of the Parkway staff.  He would contact him shortly and keep Cllr R Withers informed.  Action : Clerk
4.4
Neighbourhood First Responder Unit (Item 4.7).    Cllr T Harker reported that he was obtaining available dates from the St John Ambulance staff and would attempt to set up a meeting to brief interested parishioners as soon as possible.  Action : T Harker

4.5
Work on Tree Near Church gate (Item 6)   Cllr D Brown confirmed that he would be tackling this low level remedial work but was awaiting better weather.  Action : D Brown
4.6
Playground Facility Proposal by Mrs Mustey (Item 7)   It was noted that Cllr B Shaw had written to Mrs Mustey as agreed (copied to all on e.mail).  Action currently awaited her response. 
4.7
Youth Initiatives – Prevention of Anti-Social Behaviour  :   Cllr D Brown confirmed that he was liaising with Community First Officers on the way ahead – eg community consultation exercises.    Action : D Brown
4.8
Mechanical Vehicles on Rights of Way (Item 10)  :   It was noted that the GLEAM input had been received and that a response had been sent to the DEFRA consultation paper. The Clerk confirmed receipt of an acknowledgement.
4.9
Communications with Community (Item 11.1.2)     The Clerk noted that a central Council e.mail box had been set up on the ‘YAHOO’ site.  Address and password provided by Cllr B Shaw by e.mail.   It was agreed that this should be published in the Chronicle with up-to date Members data following the Annual Meeting in May.  Action : Clerk
4.10
Procedure for Planning Applications (Item 12.1.2)   The Clerk advised that the Council response to the two applicatons which had arisen since the last meeting had been copied to the Applicant.  That to Mr Stokoe had been well received.

4.11
Tibbs Meadow Footpath (Item 13.2) : The Clerk reported that Land Registry stated the footpath was un-registered and, since KDC and Shaftesbury HA had both denied ownership/ responsibility,  he would now press Sarsen Housing Ass’n.  .   Action : Clerk
ITEM 8 :  DATES OF MEETINGS IN COMING YEAR
8.1
The dates suggested by the Clerk, as below, were proposed by Cllr T harker, seconded by Cllr N Conder and agreed by all :-

2004:  Jun 17,  Jul 29,  Sep16,  Nov 4,  Dec 9.
2005 : Jan 13,  Feb 17,  Mar 17,  Apr 7 (Parish Mtg),  May 12 (Annual Mtg). 

ITEM 9 :  REGISTER OF INTERESTS
9.1 
The Kennet District Council letter of clarification dated 26 February 04, circulated with the Agenda, was noted.

ITEM 10 :  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
10.1
In accordance with the new procedure, the Clerk read out detail of planning applications received and/or processed since the last meeting as follows:-

No.46947  3Tolleys Cottages – Work to bay & roof - No objection by PC – Approved by KDC 27 Feb 04

No. 46957 Engelemere House, Stables etc – No objection by PC – Refused by KDC 27 Feb 04
No. 47107  Shepherds Cottage, extend etc -  No objection by PC – KDC decision awaited

No. 46998  Wesleyan Cottage, conservatory – No objection by PC – KDC decision awaited

ITEM 11 :
 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
11.1
Broad Band Comms  :   Cllr D Brown prompted a discussion on the latest developments in obtaining Broad-band- including Tidworth CA lobbying  Noted that we need only 38 now to operate the BT trigger for installation.

11.2
Funding Grants – Limitations : Cllr D Brown drew the attention of Members to the fact that funding grants will not generally cover running costs – thus (eg) maintenance and insurance costs of any playground facilities considered would have to be funded by the Council.
11.3
SEKCAF Meeting  :   Cllr D Brown gave a brief run down of the matters covered at the 8th march Meeting. he noted in particular that other villages were also taking an interest in action to ensure emergency service map data was up to date.

11.4
Village Hall Funding  :   The Clerk read a letter dated 11th March 04 from Mr Chris Stock, Village Hall Treasurer, to the Chair of the Council.  This advised that a report provided by ODET following their audit of the Hall facilities recommended installation of an ‘induction-hearing loop’ as a matter of some urgency.  The report referred to possible legal liability by the trustees and all users such as the Council(s).   It is proposed that the Parish Councils fund part of the cost.

The Clerk then read the informal interim response he had sent on 17 March in which he had indicated that the Council could not formally consider a response until the meeting in May, that no funding was provided in the Precept for 2004/05 which had already been set, and that sources of grant funding were being explored with Community First staffs.  Finally that Chute Forest Parish Council were taking a similar line and were exploring funding sources through KDC.  It was agreed that the proposal should be placed on the Agenda for 13th May and that members would have to carefully consider whether they could be said to have a prejudicial interest through any involvement in the Village Hall Committee.   Action : Clerk
11.5
Community Cleansing Grant :   The Clerk reminded Members that a £150 grant was expected in the coming financial year and asked that some thought be given to the organising of a suitable event.   Action : All Members
11.6
Recycling Bins – Facility :   The Clerk advised that KDC now expected the facility to be installed in the community by the end of March – this was welcomed by all.

11.7
Quality Parish Council – Councillor Training :  The Clerk advised that, following his contacts with WALC ,  they had advised that a suitable training venue for Councillors to discuss the benefits and drawbacks of Quality Accreditation for Parish Councils was now being set up for Summer.
11.8
Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair reminded all of the 110th Annual Parish Meeting on 8th April and asked all to try to attend.  She then noted that the next Council meeting was scheduled for 13th May 2004 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting.

Page 2 of 4
Signed


Dated


